
Sutton Coldfield Rifle & Pistol Club

SAFETY
Everywhere

• Always point guns in a SAFE direction: Never, ever point a gun 
at anybody.

• Always check a gun is empty when taking it from or placing it in 
a case, box, rack, or locker.

• The breech must be visibly open when guns are out of their 
cases and not being used.

• Safety flags and lines (cords) are mandatory to show that 
guns are unloaded.  They must be used when equipment is not 
being used and left unattended on the range and at all times 
when behind the firing point and in club room.  They should be 
high visibility (orange or yellow preferred) and full barrel-length 
for all air guns.

• Always carry guns with the breech open.

• Always check a gun is empty when handed from one person to 
another.

• Always ask permission before dry-firing and point the gun in a 
safe direction.

• Always get permission from its owner before handling a gun.

• Always be fully aware of your responsibilities for the guns in your 
possession and their satisfactory security at all times.

•

On the Range

• Ear protection is mandatory for cartridge shooting, and 
recommended for all shooting

• Only handle guns when people are behind the firing line: 
never when they are forward.

• Load only after you have told to do so by the Range Officer 
(“Load or “start”) and only on the range.

• Magazines must only be loaded on the range and after a 
“Load” or “Start” command.  They must be unloaded before 
taken off the range.

• A loaded gun must held and pointed toward the target.  If it 
has to be put down the breech must be open.
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• Keep your finger off the trigger, when handling guns, loading, 
before the “Start” command has been given, and until you are 
ready to shoot.

• If the “STOP” command is given, immediately take your finger 
off the trigger, unload, and place the gun down with the breech 
open, and do not touch it.

• When loaded, Always keep the gun pointing down the range, 

• Always ensure that the gun and magazines are empty after 
firing.

• Before and after shooting the breech should be open and 
clearly visible.

• Place the gun so that Range Officer can see clearly that all is 
safe.

Ammunition and equipment

Rimfire
• 0.22 rimfire, standard velocity (subsonic), unjacketed.

Airgun
• Muzzle energy:

◦ Rifle: <12 ft-lb (16.3J).

◦ Pistol: <6ft-lb (8.1J).

• Pellets: lead only, unjacketed, wadcutters preferred.

◦ 10m: 0.177in (4.5mm) only.

◦ 20yd: 0.177 or 0.22in (5.6mm).

Continued....
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General conduct

• Shooting is on a first-come, first-served basis.

• A detail is 10 shots or approximately 10min.

• Priority is given to club members who have match (competition) 
targets to shoot.

• At busy times you may be restricted to three details to enable 
most match target sets to be shot.

• Whilst others are shooting, please do not chatter or move around 
unnecessarily.

• Do not disturb those who are shooting.  Most will be happy to talk 
to you, but leave it until they’ve finished.

• When finished, please sit down, or stand back from the firing 
point (20yd & 10m only).

• Please do not pack away equipment until those next to you have 
finished shooting, it can distract those who are competing.

• No eating and drinking on the range.

• Tidy-up after you shoot: remove shot targets, mats, stands, 
cartridge cases, etc.

• Be prepared to help set up the range at the start, and clear up at 
the end of shooting.

These rules are to promote a safe, efficient, and supportive 
atmosphere for members, whether competing, training, or shooting 
casually.

The Safety rules are obligatory and failure to comply could result in 
expulsion from the Club, or worse, injury.

Failure to comply with other rules might just make you unpopular.

Enjoy your safe shooting.
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